
Iranian Revenge

Iran's President Rouhani has promised it will get revenge for the assassination of Iranian general 
Qassem Soleimani on Friday. In a strongly-worded statement, President Rouhani said: "The Americans 
do not realise what grave error they have committed. Revenge for his blood will be secured, and the 
filthy hands of America will be cut off forever from this region." Iran's religious leader Ayatollah Ali 
Khamenei offered similarly vengeful comments. He said: "Severe retaliation awaits murderers who 
have the blood of Mr Soleimani and that of other martyrs on their wicked hands." He said Soleimani's 
death would intensify Iran's hostility towards the United States and Israel.

Qassem Soleimani, 62, was regarded as the second most powerful figure in Iran. He was Iran's 
preeminent military leader and was viewed as the architect of Iran's spreading influence in the Middle 
East. Such was his popularity with many Iranians, he was dubbed the "rock star general". U.S. 
President Donald Trump said he ordered the assassination of Soleimani after the death of an American 
in attacks on the U.S. embassy in Baghdad. Mr Trump said the assassination was to prevent war in the 
region. He called Mr Soleimani a terrorist responsible for thousands of deaths. The world is now on 
tenterhooks to see how Iran retaliates. "World War III" was the top-trending hashtag on social media on
Saturday.

Paragraph 1
1. general a. A commander of an army, or an army officer of very high rank.
2. grave b. A person who is killed because of their religious or other beliefs.
3. secured c. Giving cause for alarm; serious.
4. filthy d. Seeking to harm someone in return for a perceived injury.
5. vengeful e. Succeed in obtaining something, especially with difficulty.
6. martyr f. Disgustingly dirty.
7. intensify g. Make or become more extreme in force, degree, or strength.

Paragraph 2
8. regarded h. Gave an unofficial name or nickname to someone or something.
9. preeminent i. The capacity to have an effect on the character, development, or behavior 

of someone or something.
10. architect j. Considered or thought of someone or something in a specified way.
11. influence k. In a state of suspense or agitation because of uncertainty about a future event.
12. dubbed l. Surpassing all others; very distinguished in some way.
13. on tenterhooks m. Make an attack or assault in return for a similar attack.
14. retaliate n. A person who is responsible for inventing or realizing a particular idea or 

project.


