Things We Didn't Know We Were Calling By The Brand Name
Many of the things we use daily, such as zippers as well as escalators, were formerly big brands. Perhaps heroin, which should never be used, had a brand name. These trademarks are or have been copyrighted, but they're now commonly used to refer to any company in a particular product area. 
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GENERIC NAME: TOY HOOP
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Wham-O owns the trademark for
- Frisbee, as well as Hula Hoop, Slip ‘N
~ Slide, and even Hackeysack. They:

really have the monopoly on
children’s games.
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Apex Tool Group doesn’t even
. make its line of Allen tools, including
Allen-branded wrenches, but it
still owns the trademark on
“Allen wrench.”
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Velcro

GENERIC NAME: HOOK-AND-LOOP FASTENER

Swiss engineer. Georges de Mestral
. invented the sticky fabric and patented

~ it under the name Velcro. The name

. _comes from the French words
velours, meanmg velvet, and crochet,
meaning hook.
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GENERIC NAME: BANDAGES
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A housewife Josephine Dickson would
_ have cuts on her fingers after cooking
dinner. Her husband Earle was a cotton
buyer at Johnson & Johnson who
created adhesive bandages for his wife,
leading to Johnson & Johnson’s
trademark of Band-Aid.
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GENERIC NAME: INLINE SKATES

Two hockey-playing brothers developed

what would be known as Rollerblade®

- skates in their parents’ Minnesotan
St basement in 1980.

O T




image1.jpeg
GENERIC NAME: REAL ESTATE AGENT

“Realtor” technically only refers to
“real estate agents who are a member
of the The National Association of
‘Realtors, who owns the trademark on

the name.
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Tupperware

GENERIC NAME: FOOD STORAGE

The brand Tupperware was
named after its creator,
Earl Tupper.
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Originally called Baby Gays

. (yes, really), Leo Gerstenzang
changed the name of his

product to Q-Tip Baby Gays,

with ‘Q’ standing for quality.
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GENERIC NAME: ICE POP
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Patented since 1925,
Frank Epperson sold “The
Frozen Drink on a Stick!”
Good Humor bought the
rights to the name in 1989.
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GENERIC NAME: POLYSTYRENE FOAM
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Dow Chemical Company owns
the trademark, but it’s
trademarked for insulation, not
the packing material we
commonly refer to as.
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GENERIC NAME: INFANT BODYSUIT

Gerber Childrenswear has had the
trademark on the name since the
early 1980s.
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Bubble wrap

GENERIC NAME: INFLATED PACKING MATERIAL

Al Fleldlng and Marc Chavannes were
attempting to make a textured
* wallpaper when they created what
we know as Bubble Wrap now. In
1959, they repurposed their failed
product as packaging to IBM to use

to safely ship computers.
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Jet Ski

GENERIC NAME: PERSONAL WATER CRAFT
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Kawasaki 0 .

A registered trademark of Kawasaki,
Jet Skis were first sold in 1973
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Frisbee

GENERIC NAME: FLYING DISC

If we heard anyone call a Frisbee a
~“flying disk,” we’d laugh in their face,
. _but Wham-O has the trademark on
' Frisbee, that was originally patented
as “Pluto Platter.”
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